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Michael Pike represents Senior Housing Management
Provider, the owner of Colonial Assisted Living at West
Palm Beach. The four-story building at 534 Datura St.
was built in 1924 and was expanded in 1930. It is one
block from the Brightline station. Contributed

Attorney Al Malefatto told the Downtown Action
Committee that The Colonial is "somewhat fragile."
Gittings Photography

Residents of downtown West Palm
Beach assisted-living home fear
development next door
Larry Keller Special to The Post
Published 7:00 a.m. ET Dec. 21, 2021
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The Colonial Assisted Living apartments at 534 Datura St. in West Palm Beach. Lannis Waters, LANNIS WATERS/THE
PALM BEACH POS

Invoking images of a future calamity like that of the Surfside condo collapse as well
as frail elderly people forced to endure noise and dust, lawyers representing a
downtown West Palm Beach assisted-living home have implored the city to
proceed carefully or not at all.

The “commercial development will unequivocally interfere with the physical and
emotional wellbeing of these elderly assisted-living residents, which could cause
severe emotional distress, pain, suffering and even death,” attorney Michael Pike
warned the Downtown Action Committee in a six-page letter.

The committee is an independent advisory board that makes suggestions that city
staff take into consideration when presenting proposals to the City Commission.
Two days after receiving Pike’s letter, the committee unanimously approved the
site for the proposed development.

West Palm Beach development: Big-box retailer, high-rise apartments are
coming
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'Game-changing for Boynton': Developer's plans for city's massive retail,
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Pike represents Senior Housing Management Provider, the owner of Colonial
Assisted Living at West Palm Beach. The four-story building at 534 Datura St. was
built in 1924 and was expanded in 1930. It is one block from the Brightline station.
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19-story hotel in the plans

The proposed development between the Colonial and the train station is for a 19-
story, 132-room boutique hotel and 180 multifamily residential units, plus a six-
story parking garage with 265 spaces and a restaurant.

The “ground shaking and constant banging and noise that comes from a
construction project of this magnitude” will be intolerable to the Colonial’s
residents, Pike said in his letter. And, he added, vibrations from heavy-duty
machinery, such as bulldozers, cranes and excavators could damage the aging
Colonial itself.

Senior citizens protest the potential construction of two properties adjacent to their assisted-living community. Photo By
Melissa Perlman /BlueIvy Communications

“We need only be reminded of the tragedy in Surfside whereby the Champlain
Towers [South] fell to the ground due, in large part, to the age of the building and
deterioration,” Pike wrote. Lawsuits, he noted, allege that neighboring
development worsened the condition of the condo, which collapsed in June
resulting in 98 deaths.

More: Unique 7-Eleven: Historic bank in West Palm Beach will now serve Big
Bites and Slurpees
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The Colonial has a 55-foot courtyard that would be a buffer between it and the
planned project, noted Harvey Oyer III, a lawyer representing the developer,
Lineaire Group LLC. The 25-story, 290-unit ParkLine Palm Beaches apartment
complex looms immediately east and is a full city block long, he said.

“I doubt that any damage will occur given that the ParkLine, a much taller, larger
project, much closer — 17 feet from their building, as opposed to 55 feet — I believe
was successfully constructed without any damage to their facility,” Oyer said.

Colonial Assisted Living at 534 Datura St. in West Palm Beach. Lannis Waters, LANNIS WATERS/THE PALM BEACH POS

The Colonial is 'somewhat fragile'

The Datura Street site is a difficult one to develop, Oyer told committee members,
adding that it is the city’s “welcome mat” to people stepping off a train at the
nearby Brightline station.

“Your welcome mat will be permanently
stained if the appropriate protections
and safeguards are not taken into
consideration,” Pike said at the meeting.

Pike said in an interview that the
Colonial will sue the city if construction
eventually begins without tests first
being conducted on the site’s soil density
and texture, and the potential impact to
the Colonial from vibrations.

The Colonial is “somewhat fragile,”
another attorney for Colonial, Al
Malefatto, told the committee.

More: Halsey & Griffith: Iconic West
Palm business marks 100 years. How
they made it this far

“It’s a bit disingenuous that we’re
hearing this because this same senior
living facility owner negotiated with my
client to sell his property to us and we
could not meet his price demand,” Oyer
said. The project has been in the works
for 18 months for longer, but Colonial’s
owner only expressed concerns earlier
this month, he added.
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Malefatto acknowledged later that there were talks of selling, but said his client
only would have sold if the deal included relocating all the residents to proper
assisted-care facilities.

A few of those residents spoke against the proposed neighboring development at
the Downtown Action Committee meeting.

“I love that place. We love the staff. I don’t want to lose my place,” said one
woman, supporting herself on a walker and weeping.

The developer still has to get other approvals, including for the actual construction
itself. That won’t begin for another six to nine months, Oyer said. He said the
developer will consider opponents’ concerns.

“We will meet with them,” he said. “We will work with them. We will visit no harm
to their building.” 
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